
118          © Intermountain Journal of Sciences, Vol. 16, No. 4, 2010

BrucelloSiS in The greaTer yelloWSTone area: a MulTi-
STaTe iSSue WiTh varying ManageMenT ParadigMS influencing 
ManageMenT and PoSSiBle eradicaTion of The diSeaSe in 
Wildlife

Neil Anderson,* Jennifer Ramsey, and Kevin Hughes, Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks 1400 South 19th Ave., Bozeman, Montana 59718 

Brucellosis, caused by the bacteria Brucella abortus, is an infectious disease of cattle, 
bison (Bison bison) and elk (Cervus elephus). The Greater Yellowstone Area (GYA) is the 
last known reservoir of the disease in the lower 48 states. Recent cases of the disease in 
cattle herds of Idaho, Montana and Wyoming have been attributed to exposure from wild 
elk and have brought increased focus on management and eradication of the disease from 
wildlife populations. Elk management programs within the three states of Idaho, Montana 
and Wyoming differ in response to the disease. Efforts to manage the disease within the GYA 
are greatly influence by management actions taken within individual states. The differing 
management actions and the potential influence on brucellosis management and possible 
eradication are discussed.  




